ANNEX E


Defence Disclosure Response Document

This Defence Disclosure Response Document (“DDRD”) is submitted in accordance with procedural requirements, as per Practice Direction No. 2 of 2019 (Revised December 2025), following service of the Disclosure Management Document (“DMD”). The contents are provided to assist the disclosure officer and investigators in identifying reasonable lines of enquiry and in their assessment of disclosure obligations and to assist the disclosure judge in determining the scope and relevance of disclosure and third party material under the disclosure regime.

In line with Practice Direction No. 2 of 2019 (Revised December 2025), the defence respectfully asserts that the contents of this DDRD be treated as confidential and non-evidential, and that no part of this document is placed before the jury or used in any manner that might prejudice the fairness of the trial. The material herein should not be interpreted as admissions or assertions of fact for trial purposes.

This form should be lodged with the court at the same time as the initial third party disclosure application and served on the PPS.  This document should accompany the application when it is referred to the judge for determination.

1. The defence factual submission

The disclosure officer has identified reasonable lines of enquiry, as set out in the DMD, based on their understanding of the prosecution and defence cases. 

If the defence contend that there are additional factual issues that have not been identified by the disclosure officer and that would assist the disclosure officer or investigators in the identification of reasonable lines of enquiry or the disclosure judge in the identification of material of relevance when considering any third party material, these should be set out below:

	


2. The defence submission in relation to third party disclosure

When considering third party material, and other than the types of material set out in Hume [2005] NICC 30, the defence wish to draw to the attention of the disclosure judge the following issues that the defence say might be contained within the third party material and would meet the test for disclosure:

	


The defence have a critical role in ensuring that the prosecution and court are directed to material that meets the disclosure test. 

Signed:

Dated:

