County Court Rules Committee Scale Costs Consultation 2026 – Response Form


CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM
We would welcome responses to the following questions set out in the consultation paper and you may use this form to complete your response.

Question 1: Do you agree that the guiding principles used in the 2001 Review should be applied?
Please give reasons for your answer.


Question 2: Do you agree with the insertion of six additional bands at intervals of £5,000?
Please give reasons for your answer.


Question 3: Do you agree with the insertion of three additional bands at the proposed intervals?
Please give reasons for your answer.


Question 4: Do you agree with the Committee’s approach to establishing fair and reasonable remuneration in respect of the six new bands?
Please give reasons for your answer.


Question 5: Do you agree with the Committee’s approach to setting the scale costs for proceedings where no intention to defend is served?
Please give reasons for your answer.


Question 6: Do you agree with the Committee’s approach to setting the appropriate scale costs for defamation cases?
Please give reasons for your answer.


Question 7: Do you agree with the Committee’s proposal in relation to the defendant’s costs in remitted actions?
Please give reasons for your answer.

Question 8: Do you agree with the proposed scale costs detailed in Appendix 2?
Please give reasons for your answer.


Question 9: Do you agree with the Committee’s proposal that the ceiling on solicitor’s costs for an additional day should be raised to £1,000?
Please give reasons for your answer.


Question 10: Do you agree that the rules should allow for the enhancement of costs in cases involving claims for these diseases?
Please give reasons for your answer.


Question 11: What, if any, other matters should be taken into account when assessing the impact of the proposals in this paper?    
Please give reasons for your answer.

CONSULTEE DETAILS


The last date for responses to this consultation is Friday 10th July 2026.
Responses should be sent to:

Email:
nirulescommittees@courtsni.gov.uk
By post:

Steven Lowry, Consultation Coordinator


Secretariat to the County Court Rules Committee 



Lady Chief Justice’s Office


Royal Courts of Justice



Chichester Street



Belfast 


BT1 3JF

Tel:

02890 724649
Unless individual respondents specifically indicate that they wish their response to be treated in confidence, their name and the nature of their response may be included in any published summary of responses. Respondents should also be aware that the Agency’s obligations under the Freedom of Information Act may require that any responses not subject to specific exemptions under the Act, be disclosed to other parties on request.
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Please provide details of who your organisation represents and, where applicable, how the views of members were assembled.














